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REF: ROME 6055 

1 . EMBASSY MAY INFORM MINGAZZINI OF MFA THAT THE PROPOSED 
IBM 370/125 EXPORT RAISES PROBLEMS WHICH ARE UNDER VERY 
ACTIVE GOVERNMENT- WIDE REVIEW AND NOT SUSCEPTIBLE TO PROMPT 
RESOLUTION. IBM WORLD TRADE CORP. IS AWARE OE THE ISSUES 

AND MEA MAY WISH TO SUGGEST THAT THE SUBSIDIARY IN ITALY 
SEEK ADVICE EROM THE EORMER. 

2. FOR EMBASSY AND MEA INEORMATION, THE PRINCIPLE ISSUE 

IS WHETHER TO PERMIT THE EIRST EXPORT TO COMMUNIST COUN- 
TRIES OE IBM 3330 DISC DRIVES, WHICH PERMIT A EOUREOLD 
CAPACITY AT TRIPLED SPEED OVER THE TYPICAL DRIVES BEING 
EXPORTED AT THE PRESENT TIME. THE 3330'S ADDED CAPACITY, 

SPEED, AND TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT PROVIDE GROUNDS FOR 
STRATEGIC CONCERN WHICH ARE UNDER REVIEW. EURTHER MEASURES 
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OE POSSIBLE COMPLEXITY ARISE EROM THE FACT THAT ALTHOUGH 
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THE 370/125 SYSTEM IS SMALLER THAN MANY COMPUTERS WHICH 
HAVE BEEN APPROVED FOR EXPORT TO THE EAST, IT IS INCOMPAT- 
IBLE WITH ANY OTHER DRIVE THAN THE 3330 AND THEREFORE EVEN 
IF IBM DID NOT INTEND TO DISCONTINUE MANUFACTURE OF ITS 
OTHER DISC DRIVES, NO LESSER DRIVES MAY BE SUBSTITUTED FOR 
IT. OTHER PARTS OF THE SYSTEM PROPOSED FOR EXPORT ARE 
ADVANCED AND DESERVING OF REVIEW BUT THESE LATTER CON- 
SIDERATIONS HAVE NOT BEEN FULLY ADDRESSED PENDING RESOLU- 
TION OF THE FIRST. RUSH 
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